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Administration Speaks Out About New Member Education
KRISTI BLUST
krblustCfuursinus.edu
A of 8: 17 on Monday, Feb. 11, all activities associated with the nev. member education (NME) program at
Ursinus College were called off. A vague, mass e-mail was
ent to the entir Ursinus community, informing e eryone
that numerou concern had been rai ed regarding new
member ducation. The e concerns initiated a meeting which
included Ursinu College Pre ident John Strassburger, Greek
leader and elect faculty and staff. By the meeting's end,
the decision had been made: all new member education
acti ities were cancelled for the 2008 academ ic year.
This e-mail likely came as a shock to many in the
Ursinus community. Greek organizatic!ls are a huge part of
student li fe on campus. A ll of these organizations are involved in many ways with social, academi c and charitable
activities. The rol e of Greek organizations in the Ursinus
community is undeniable, and there is no question about it :
an enormous amount of pride is associated with being a
member of one of these organizations. Greek members and
non-members alike are bewildered; why has new member
education been cancelled?
The Griz::ly had the opportunity to speak with President Strassburger about thi s deci sion, and have received
additional clarification on the matter from Deborah Nolan,
the Dean of Students. Many students are wondering what
specific incident led to the cancellation of NME, and the
simplest answer to this question is that there was not one.
President Strassburger did not offer any specific reasons

for the decision, pointing out that to do so might create an
environment in which tho "e who voiced concerns could be
identi fled .
Dean Nolan clarified some of this ambiguity, "'There
was not one horrific incident or event that triggered the
President's response," she said. "There were more rumors,
more legitimate complaints about exhaustion, physical and
emotional humiliation, fear of reporting, and activities not
listed on the plans than ever before ... "
Pre ident Strassburger made it clear however, that
this had not been the first year that NME had caused concern in the Ursinus community. Several exampl es ofinappropriate NME activities that have occuned in past years
(this year not included) were offered. One of these incidents involved driving new members 80 miles from campus,
where new members were physically abused, and another
incident included having new members walk across a beam
over a portion of the Schuylkill River.
Additionally, President Strassburger offered the following statement to the Ursinus community: "The most
fundamental issue this year is that a system built on trust
has been breached over and over again. The choice we
faced was to treat everybody as a suspect, and engage in a
massive policing of New Member Education, or to recognize that the student leaders on campus involved in Greek
organizations are responsible adults. We chose the latter
option, and we are asking students to fix the system. In the
meantime, there was no way we could allow pledging to
continue."
So, is this the end of new member education as we

Rethinking Equality in America
'ROGERLEE
rolee@ursinus.edu
In our society, formal equality is very imp01tant. But
what happens if that important system of equality is flawed?
In a special lecture, Dr. Michelle Deardorff encouraged the
Ursinus community to rethink the idea of formal equality in
our country.
On Feb. 11,2008, Dr. Deardorff took center stage in
Pfahler Auditorium as she presented to a room full of curious faculty, students and community members. Her research
focuses on the constitutional protections surrounding race,
gender and religion. It also deals with the idea of fOlmal
equality and issues of race relations in America. "I don't
have the answers," Deardorff says with a smile. The Jackson State University Political Science professor did, however, have a wide range of questions to help us find some of
the answers. She admitted, "It has taken me five or six years
to frame the questions the way they need to be asked."
During the lecture, Dr. Deardorff mentioned that the
law played a crucial role in creating equality. All throughout
history there were events that acted as barriers to society's
development of equality. Some events like the Civil Rights
Act and Plessy vs. Ferguson opened the doors to equality
while the black codes shut them. Deardorff explained that
the law also played a major role in analyzing equality.
"People believe that as long as the law treats everyone the
same, there is equality," said Deardorff.
This is where the idea of formal equality came into
play. Dr. Deardorff defined formal equality as treating everyone the same regardless of race, age or gender. With the
Civil Rights Acts of the 1960s, neutral laws were created to
put an end to discrimination and racial imbalance. "If a law
is neutral and does not discriminate, courts say it's fair,"
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know it? In two words, ab olute ly not. Whil e th e NME
process has been ended for th e current academic year, the
administration has no intentions of ending Greek Ii [e at
Ursi nus.
In regard to questions aboutthe future of Greek organizations, Dean Nolan offered thi s statement: "I am convinced that our Greek organizations ha e a sign ificant place
on thi s campus, and once we get through all of thi s pain, we
will be able to make them stronger than ever. The I~terGreek
Counci l and Greek presidents are being charged with the
responsi bility to work with student li fe staff to develop a
better system. Our intent is to improve the Greek system,
not aboli sh it."
The cancellation of thi s year 's new member education process has stirred a range of emotions in the Ursinus
community.
Whate v er one's stance is on the
admini stration 's decision, it may be important to carefully
consider the above stated reasons before coming to any
definitive conclusions. To paraphrase Dean Nolan, it is the
hope of the administration that Greek leaders can develop a
more workable system, one in which traditions that are beneficial and legal can remain in place, while those that are
sneaky and harmful can be eliminated through a system
that has greater integrity and accountability.
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began Deardorff. "The only problem is that it doesn't work
this way."
" journalist?
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The passionate professor went deeper into issues of
. "
equality by analyzing neutral policies. Dr. Deardorff explained that society does not think of the impact of neutral
policies. It uses them to help heal the guilt of racism that
plagues American history. "We want to get past our history
of racism by pretending it's all over," said Deardorff. She
used imagery of a tree wilted against a fence to show the
seriousness of racism. Ifthe fence is removed, the tree does
not suddenly snap back into shape. "It is still wilted!" exclaimed Deardorff. She used the tree to represent minorities
and the fence to represent
racism. Even when removed,
the impact from the fence is
still visible on the tree just like
racism's everlasting effect on
minorities in today's society.
Deardorff closed her
presentation with some wise
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having "made it" through racism and having true equality.
"We're wrestling with this as
a nation," said Deardorff.
"Now we need to rethink the
notion of equality as a nation."
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Brought to a Grinding Halt: Reactions to NME Ban
HEATHER TURNBACH
hetumbach@ ursinus.edu

I

!

ALIW£\GNER
alwagner@ ursinus.edu
The decision to terminate New Member Education has
caused a great deal of stress, confusion and tension among
many Greek organizations. Members and their potential new
members feel in limbo with many questions unanswered.
One of the biggest concerns voiced by students over the
decision to cancel New Member Education was that offairness. Should all organizations suffer the same consequences
despite differing severity of complaints? Although the administration has reported ~hat it is a system t1aw, as opposed to flaws within any particular organization, there are
mixed feelings from many members of the Greek community.
Jamie Doperak, President of Omega Chi, said that this '
decision put her organization in a tough position. Every
member has gone through the same process for years; a
process that is based on teaching traditions, building bonds
and allowing each inductee to learn greater life lessons.
"New Member Education is not only about our traditions,
but also about building strong individuals," said Doperak.
President of Beta Sigma Lambda, Terry Kelley, said
that if he were put in the president's position, he probably
would have made a similar deci~ion. "The president and the
administration had to look out for the safety of the students," said Kelley. Although Kelley felt it was ajustifiable
decision, he did not feel it was right to punish all organizations. He commented, "Last year when this happened, only
the organization responsible for it got punished. Now this
year everyone is punished; I just don't find that fair."

Clearing Up Misinformation
From the perspective of Ursinus administration, Director of Leadership Development and Student Activities
Todd McKinney remarked, "There's a lot of misinformation
out there, and we are trying to educate the community about
what the concerns were. We hope to create a dialogue on
how to make the institution better. There was an influx of
concerns expressed along the board, but we've got to instill
integrity back into the system." McKinhey addressed the
issue as a system-wide problem, saying that "everyone has
a responsibility in helping to police and help the'system to
be positive and productive."
One of the complaints about the NME process was its
time commitment, which caused some potential new members to neglect academic work or fall asleep during class.
One analogy that was discussed, however, was that the
NME commitment is comparable to that of a sports or other
extracurricular organization. "Sports organizations go
through harder "initiation" than Greek organizations," said
Kelley. He continued, "There was also talk about limiting
the amount of practices tha,t sports have but that will never
happen. Some athletes are sleep deprived more then those
students joining a qreek organization, but you will never
see sports canceled." While this analogy may not be completely accurate, it does raise more questions as an estimated 40 percent of Ursinus students participate in Division III athletics, as opposed to the estimated 30 percent of
students involved in the Greek community.

Potential New Members Face Hardships
Many oft~e Greek organizations discussed the challenges their potential new members currently face. Doperak
said that as much as this decision has put a damper on her
entire college experience, the NME inductees are facing the
biggest hardships. "When they found out that NM E was
over, they were heartbroken. Every single girl wanted more
than anything to finish the entire process. It seems odd that
those who were actually going through the process and
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understand everything it was about had no say in whether
it continued or not and completely disagreed with the decision," she said.
Most of the Greeks who were interviewed expressed
similar thoughts on how their potential new n:t.embers felt.
Kelley said, "I feel that it affected the new members more
then it affected our organization. The new members feel
that they missed out on what the other members participated in. They are being punished for something they didn't
do wrong."
Tau Sigma Gamma New Member Educator Allyson
Shicora explained how her potential new members felt very
deprived and saddened by the administration's decision.
"They felt that even if we did give them letters they did not
.
want to accept them" said Shicora.
While most potential new members share these sentiments, feeling as though they have missed out on important traditions and bonding, there are also many who have
accepted the decision and are trying to be positive.
Ryan Pina, President of Sigma Pi, commented, "The
decision is made. Our NME inductees understand that the
decision was nothing that they could change, and understand where the college is coming from. They are also eager
to move forward and are ready and willing to help the Greek
community move in the right direction."

Potential Long-term Effects
Although the cancellation ofNME has its short-term
effects, some may wonder what implications this resolution
may have for the future 'at Ursinus College. Manyorganizations have received emails and letters from their alumni who
have noted their displeasure regarding the situation. As a
result, some of them no longer wish to make charitable contributions to the college. Last week an alumnus of Alpha
Sigma Nu received a call from Ursinus asking for a donation. She explained that she was wlinterested due to the
cancellation ofNME. The caller responded saying, "That's
a reason we've been hearing a lot tonight."
"1 feel as though the alumni association as a whore
wil1, unfOltunately, feel the backlash of this abrupt decision," said Lisle O'Neill, Treasurer of Phi Alpha Psi. She
also commented on how some organizations are withdrawing from other charitable events in the name of the college,
such as Relay for Life. Instead, they have chosen to show
support elsewhere.
Aside from those directly affected within the Creek
community, some question possible indirect repercussions
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within the entire Ursinus community. "Being involved in
other aspects of the campus aside from Greek life, I do see a
backlash," said Gina Barbieri, president of Phi Alpha Psi.
"There have been many students who have turned their
backs on the Senior Class Gift Drive. ' I also have heard
displeasure from some Resident Assistants who feel that
this decision, which they were never consulted about, can
possibly create a backlash that they will be left to handle,"
she said.
While the president has revoked further New Member Education activities for 2008, the Student Activities Office has developed a plan to conclude inductions for interested Greek organizations. SAO has allowed organizations
to meet from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Olin Hall. These sessions
allow members to use the time for learning history, values,
songs, skits and other traditions that designate what it
means to be in the organization. Todd McKinney and Greg
Striano, Director and Assistant Director of Leadership Development and Student Activities, will be assisting during
these sessions. Five induction ceremonies already commenced last Sunday. McKinney said that the first sessions
.went well, and the remaining groups will be able to induct
their members on Saturday or Sunday.

Moving Forward
Despite mixed responses from the Ursinus community, the decision about new member education has been
made, and the administration hopes that the Greek community will work together to implement a better system. Some
Greek organizations have already come to terms with this
decision, trying to see "the silver lining," as stated by Sally
Brosnan, President of Alpha Sigma Nu. Brosnan remarked,
"1 think the punishment ofthe Greek community as a whole
can act as a way for our organizations to unify and solidify
our ties to each other ... [and] create a mutual respect. We
have all completely halted our activities for the sake of other
organizations as well as our own. We are in this together.'
Amy Scott, President of Upsilon Phi Delta, spoke for
her sorority saying, "We have an opportunity to revamp
our organizations and leave our own legacies. Let's move
forward as a community." Many organizations have already
signed on to this mentality of moving forward, as expressed
by their Presidents and executive members.
The Grizz~v will continue to repOlt on this situation as
new information arises and also invites other members of
campus to voice their opinions. Please email the co-editors
at hetumbach@ursinus.edu and alwagner@ursinus.edu.
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News in Brief: Spy Satellite, Patriots, Univ. Shooting
----------------------~~----------~----

TERRY KELLEY

tekelley@ursinus.edu
Thesday, Feb. 12,20'08
The Pentagon, under orders from President Bush, is
planning to shoot down a broken spy satellite expected to
hit the Earth in early March. U.S . officials said
that the option preferred by the administration
will be to fire a mis ile from a U.S. Navy cnliser,
and shoot down the satellite before it enters
Earth s atmosphere. White House Press Secretary Dana Perino said that President Bush made
his decision during the past week and asked experts to design a plan to destroy the satellite.
Bush Inade the decision to shoo'.. it down
because the satellite was carrying the rocket fuel
hydrazine. Initially, the administration believed
that the danger from the falling satellite did not
pose a large problem. They decided it was best
to shoot it down when experts decided that the
unused hydrazine did pose a danger.
Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2008
It was'revealed that Bill Belichick, coach of the New
England Patriots, has been illegally taping opponents' defensive signals since he became the head coach of the New
England Patriots in 2000. "There was confirmation that there
has been taping since 2000, when Coach BeIichick took
over," a reporter said.
.
The reporter said Roger Goodell gave him that information during the I-hour, 40-minute meeting, which was
requested by Sen. Arlen Specter so the commissioner could
explain his reasons for destroying the Spygate tapes and
notes. There were many questions answered by Commissioner Goodell.
The reporter stated that he found a lot of questions
unanswerable because of the tapes 'and notes were destroyed.
Goodell said Belichick told him he believed the taping

was legal; Goodell said he did not concur. "He said that's
always been his interpretation since he's been the head
coach," the commissioner said. "We are going to agree to
disagree on the facts."
Wednesday, Feb. 13,2008
A 15-year-old boy who w~s shot in the head at ajunior high school in California was reportedly declared brain-dead by doctors, but remains on a
ventilator, a medical examiner said last Wednesday. Police say Lawrence King was shot last
Tuesday by another eighth-grader near the end
of first period in a computer lab.
The 14-year-old suspected shooter was
arrested shortly after the shooting. The Associated Press reported earlier that a 15-year-old boy
shot at a California school had died
Thursday, Feb. 14, 2008
Fossil hunters say they have discovered
bones of two massive meat-eating dinosaurs in
Africa. In the journal Acta Palaeontologica
P%nica, University of Chicago paleontologist Paul Sereno
and co-author Stephen Brusatte named one Kryptops
palaios, or "old hidden face," because of a horny covering
over its face.
They mimed the other Eocarcharia dinops, or "fierceeyed dawn shark,," for its razor-sharp te,eth and bony brow.
Both of the fossils were about 25 feet long and stood seven
feet high at the hip. Kryptops had a short snout with teeth
better for gnawing, leading the scientists to believe it was
more of a scavenger. The creatures lived at a time when
land bridges connected Africa to India and even Antarctica.
But Africa later became isolated and its dinosaurs followed
uniq.ue evolutionary paths scientists have just begun to.
uncover.
Friday, Feb. 15,2008
Word of the ambush attack inside a lecture hall at
Northern Illinois University last Thursday sent panic
throughout the sprawling campus. Jerry Santoni was in a

back row of the hall when he saw a man walk onto the stage
and open fire. "1 saw him shoot one round at the teacher,"
Santoni said. "After that, I proceeded to get down as fast as
I could." Santoni dove down, hitting his head on the seat in
front of him with such violence that it left a knot on his
forehead.
Authorities said the intruder, Steven Kazmierczak, a
former student wielding a shotgun and two handguns, killed
five people and wounded more than a dozen others before
killing himself. A sixth gunshot victim died of his injuries
early Friday. Police said they got to the hall within two
minutes of the 3 p.m. shooting.

Vending, Vending Everywhere: New
Machines To Arrive for Students
KATIE CALLAHAN
kacallahan@ursinus.edu
Have you ever noticed the aged the vending machines
near the BWC lounge or in the back comer of the basement
, in BPS? Get ready to say goodbye., because those vending
machines of the freshman dorms are getting an updated
look.
Steve Larson of Residence Life is looking to install
new food vending machines in BPS, BWC, Richter/North,
Reimert and t~e New Hall. The new machines cost $4,500
each. However, Ursinus is not footing the bill! Sodexho,
the company that manages Dining Services at Ursinus, has
promised to put in $2,500 for each vending machine, letting
students pay the rest of the machine with sales.
After the machines are paid out, Ursinus will get a
percentage of the profit made from the sales. The process
could possibly take up to 10 years for Ursinus to actually
begin making a profit, but once it does, that money will go
directly back into the Residence Hall Association. RHA
pays for many student events on campus.
As health concerns grow amongst students, the machines
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will be filled with a balance of healthy and non-healthy
choices. Also, Sodexho is taking requests from the students. If students have something they want to see in the
machine, the company is willing to try it out. If after a month
or so the product does well, it will stay.
On the other hand, if no one really likes it, Sodexho
will find a replacement. The hope of the new vending machines is to give students a second option of late night
cravings or on-the-go snacks. Walking to Wawa is timeconsuming and can add up quickly, but the vending machines are a quick, cheap way to get your stomach filled.
Although Ursinus does not have to foot the bill, damage
costs still apply. If a machine is broken, vandalized or maltreated in any way we pay the bill-and that does not mean
we necessarily get a new machine in return.
The locations for the food machines may change, and
the amount of machines depend on how well the profits
turn on to be. The faculty has also voiced a concern to get
vending machines near office spaces, which is also being
considered at this time.
For questions, concerns, or suggestions for food
items contact Steve Larson at slarson@ursinus.edu
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Exploring the Circumcision Decision: Benefits and Risks
Circumcision, or the removal of the foreskin fi'om the
penis, has recently caused controversy among religious
groups, concerned parents, and the medical community.
Ritual circumcision
is performed by a
variety of cultures
and religions to
strengthen the
individual's ties
with God or the
community. Studies conducted by
the medical community concerning
the benefits of removing the foreskin also caused
the majority of
twentieth century
LANE TAYLOR
American parents
Everything You Never Knew to circumcise their
You Wanted to Know About in fants, bringing
the act of circumciSex
sion into a secular
context. However,
recent studies have
questioned the findings of these original studies (the American Medical Association no longer recommends routine
infant circumcision, Wikipedia.org) and sparked several
movements lobbying against routine infant circumcision.
This article will discuss the benefits and risks of circumcision in an up-close-and-personal glance at the penis.
According to UrologyHealth.org, circumcision per-

formed on infants is typically both a quick and safe procedure. Incidents of serious complications are rare, however,
circumcision can cause several immediate complications including infection, bleeding and injury. Complications that
may not initially be apparent, but may be identified later
include skin bridges (or the attachment of skin surfaces),
chordee (an irregular downward penile bend that occurs when
the penis is erect), meatal stenosis (narrowing present in the
urinary tube at the penile tip) and "buried penis" (concealment of the penis shaft within the pubic skin). Cosmetic
appearance may also be altered during the procedure. Again,
serious complications are extremely rare when performed on
a healthy infant by an experienced medical professional.
UrologyHealth.org also cites the medical advantages
of infant circumcision, including the prevention of several
disorders. Circumcision has been found to prevent balanoposthitis (swelling of the foreskin and glans), phimosis (when
the individual is unable to pull back the foreskin) and paraphimosis (when the individual's foreskin cannot cover the
head of the penis due to entrapment behind the glans). Circumcision may be required in uncircumcised individuals who
develop these conditions. Circumcision is also linked to a
significantly lower rate of urinary-tract infections among circumcised infants as well as lower rates ofpenile cancer. Some
studies show that circumcision can aid in the prevention of
sexually-transmitted infections~ however, the evidence is inconsistent. According to Wikipedia.org, recent studies have
also found that circumcision may protect against HIV infection, though these findings are still being discussed and debated among members ofthe medical community.
Wikipedia.org also cites several conditions that occur
in non-circumcised individuals, including infection caused
by bacteria under the foreskin, which occurs when the un-

der-area of the foreskin is not properly cleaned. In contrast, if the foreskin is cleaned with soap too frequently,
infection may also occur. UrologyHealth.org cites the importance of discussing the medical risks and benefits of
circumcision with the parents and patients (if adult) and
the religious, cultural, individual and ethical preferences of
the parents or patient should be taken into account.
Adult circumcision can be performed on adult males
due to penile maladies or a patient's personal choice, and
according to the American Academy of Family Physicians,
it is usually performed in an out-patient setting by an urologist or other trained physician. Side effects are similar to
those found in infant circumcision, adding a possible
change in sensation during intercourse (uncircumcised
males typically report a more heightened sensitivity and
pleasure during intercourse than circumcised males due to
the sensitivity of the foreskin).
Some groups consider infant circumcision to be a
violation of human rights because the infant cannot consent, while others do not advocate circumcision for a variety of reasons. Those advocating circumcision for personal and social reasons do so in fear that their child will
be bullied or made fun of for having an uncircumcised penis. Many parents also feel it is important that their child's
penis looks like his father's, motivating some to circumCIse.

When you as a mother, a father, or an uncircumcised
individual weigh the risks and benefits of circumcision,
perhaps you can avoid some of the anxiety by considering
this Strong Medicine paraphrased quote about the penis:
no matter what the aesthetic quality, "all that's going to
matter [or all that should] is that when he uses it, he uses it
with manners." Food for thought.

The Mysterious White Van: Science in Motion at Ursinus
KRISTIBLUST
krblust@ursinus.edu
You've all seen that big, white van. You know, the
one parked between Thomas and Pfahler Hall? Okay, still
not sure what van I'm talking about? I am talking about the
Ursin us College Science in Motion van. Most likely, many
of you, like myself, have never real1y given a thought to
why this van is here or what it does. As it turns out, this
van and its driver have an important job.
Science in Motion (SIM) is a program that initially
began at Juniata College approximately IS years ago, when
disgruntled secondary education science teachers met with
Juniata faculty to discuss curriculum limitations. Scientific
technology has flourished in the last several decades, but
even the richest Pennsylvania high schools were unable to
purchase the sophisticated science and lab equipment they
desperately needed. This is when Juniata realized that their
institution and its faculty could .provide many of the services that these local schools needed; thus began the partnership between basic and higher education in Pennsylvania. (http://academic.ursinus.edulscienceinmotion/).
. Through a grant from the Pennsylvania State Department of Education and in collaboration with 11 colleges
and universities across Pennsylvania, secondary school
science teachers can now have cutting edge technology
and resources brought right into their classrooms. Advanced labs are provided upon request, along with a mobile biology or chemistry instructor, all of this at no cost to
the school, teacher or students. The grant covers the costs
of the science delivery vehicle, the salaries of the director
and mobile educators, the high-quality equipment and the
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cost of glassware, chemicals, and other miscellaneous supplies.
Some pieces of equipment that teachers and students
have access to include digital microscopes, laptops, electrophoresis chambers, molecular model kits, spectrometers and
gas chromatographs (http://academic.ursinus.edu/
scienceinmotionJ). Teachers can choose from a list of either
biology or chemistry related experiments, or they can have a
lab created for them by one of the mobile educators. From
the biology labs, teachers can choose a forensic experiment,
for example, the "Sherlock Bones" lab (which involves determining the age, sex, race, and height of individuals based on
several bones), or physiology, genetic, or other labs. Chemistry teachers also have a wide range of options to choose
from~ labs focus on general chemistry, forensics, environmental science and other subjects.
Currently Ursinus's two mobile educators, Ron Faust
(Biology) and Jocelyn Erickson (Chemistry) serve about 30
school districts, all within an hour's drive of Ursin us College.
These mobile educators work tirelessly, sometimes developing new labs, and the rest of the time prepping for labs, traveling to middle and high schools and instructing students on
how to use the equipment. While the college does not directly fund the Science in Motion program, Ursinus provides
laboratory, office and parking space, along with internet access, e-mail accounts and faculty expertise.
Dr. Victor Tortorelli, Chemistry professor at Ursinus,
serves as the director of the Ursinus SIM program. While Dr.
Tortorelli does not travel with the mobile educators to local
schools, he makes sure that the program runs smoothly; his
responsibilities primarily include ordering supplies and making sure that money is spent efficiently.
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All of this information may be seem like new to students, but the SIM program has not gone unnoticed by
others. In 2003, the program was honored with the Innovations Award from the National Council of State governments, and the program was also featured on ABC News
with Peter Jennings (www.science-in-motion.org/).This
program has and will continue to have a tremendous impact on Pennsylvania high school and middle school students. Now, students will be able to get a taste of what
they can expect in college should they choose to pursue
studies in the sciences. Students are placed in a unique
position; they are no longer idle observers of science; instead, they are put into the position of scientists, using the
same lab equipment as research scientists and doctors all
over the world. Just last year through the hard work of our
mobile educators, the Ursinus SIM program led to over
57,000 student contacts.
Currently, the Ursinus College SIM program has only
one laboratory aid. Opportunities are available for students of the sciences who wish to get involved in this
program. Interested students should contact either Ron
Faust (biology mobile educator) at rfaust@ursinus.edu or
Dr. Victor Tortorelli (program director) at
vtortorell i@ursinus.edu.
So, now you know; the mystery is solved. That big,
white van in front of or behind our science buildings, is not
just a van, but a van responsible for bringing the highest
quality, cutting edge technology to our future scientists,
doctors and researchers across PelIDsylvania. We should
take pride in knowing that our school, Ursinus College,
has chosen to be part of such an admirable and influential
program.
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Jasmine: For Those Willing to Spend a Buck or Two
JEREMIAH LONG
jelong@ursinus.edu
Hello readers, once again I'm back from an expedition
that traversed the dangerous territory of exotic eateries. 1
am pleased to note that despite the many dangers that one
may encounter regarding dining (indigestion, heartburn,
and least we forget, food-borne illness or Food Poisoning), I was able to escape unharmed and return today to
bring you my latest review.
In addition to the review, I want to add at least two
items of clarification. First, instead of the naming system
for restaurants (informal, casual and formal), I am going to
have to now go with a number system. This should help in
allowing new readers to at least comprehend what I mean
and aIle iate some confusion about how I am reviewing. In
descending order, it will now be Tier one, Tier two and Tier
three restaurants (Tier one being a fancy and expensive,
Tier three being cheap and casual).
Second, an explanation of what the percentages mean
(900/0: Excellent, 800/0: Great, 70%: Good 60% - Ok, heaven
forbid that I go to any place that scores a 50% or less).
That aside, here is the review of Jasmine: Asian
House. Jasmine's opened its doors last summer and brought
an exciting new dining experience. to Collegeville. The restaurant is an Asian bistro; this means it doesn't serve Chinese food, Japanese food or Thai food, but all three at once.
Finally, I can order some sushi with wonton soup and finish
it offwith some Pad-Tai! Nice, though I'd like to see that sit
in your stomach after you eat it. That means that the menu
is quite large and contains at the least 50 different dishes

and combinations.
Upon entering the restaurant, the first good sign was
that it was well lit (some people like mood lighting, and then
again some people like to see their food). It has a small
sushi bar on one wall and the various chairs and booths
you can expect from any restaurant. Its most notable feature to is the fact that almost one entire wall is glass, giving
a nice view of the parking lot. That aside, I'm a sucker for
natural lighting, and that alone nets it an extra point (Appearance 8/ 10).
My waiter for the evening was a very friendly chap
(must have been a slow night, well it was a Tuesday ... ) and
actually introduced me to a new dish that I would love to
have again (Service 8/ 10).
As for the food, well, there is good and bad news.
First the good news: the food was great. Now for the bad
news: it was also expensive, making this the first Tier 2
restaurant that I have ever reviewed. For dinner, J whipped
out my credit card and went gung-ho on the menu, starting
with a personal favorite kapa maki roll (if you know what
that means than you know why that's not impressive) at a
resounding $3.50 before moving on to my main course for
the evening, my waiter recommended, Jasmine special: Canton Style Roasted Duck $16.00 (cough, cough ... ). Suffice to
say the duck was well roasted, came on a bed of snow peas
and had a light demi-glaze drizzled on it, making the dish
positively exquisite. The down side of course is that the
total came to $21.73 (not including tip) which means that I
could have gone to one of the Chinese restaurants in town,
bought three meals, and would probably have still had some
change left over. But before putting down the news paper

thinking, "well I can't afford to eat there," it turns out that
yes, you probably can. Just go for lunch. Jasmine's lunch
specials are amazingly cheap and come with plenty to eat.
For just $6.95 you can order from a number of dishes that
include soup, rice and an egg roll (Dining 25/30).
In closing, the dinner was expensive (Hello, Wismer!),
but if you have the money or know someone who does
(hint, parents, hint hint) then treat yourself to a wonderful
menu with plenty of selection and great food, you can't go
wrong with at Jasmine: Asian House (Total: 82% Rating: a
solid Great).
Jasmine's is located in the Trappe Shopping Center
which is easily reached by going up Main Street.

Ursinus Hosts Award-Winning Poet
DAN SERGEANT
dasergeant@ursinus.edu
For any other guy, a first name like Major would be a
curse; always the expectation to do something big and grandiose, always the feeling of putting on a performance, not
to mention the constant threat of disappointment. How
does someone with a first name like Major do mundane
things, like tie his shoes, or pay the electric bill?
But Major Jackson carries his first name with all the
natural ease ofajazz musician carrying around a saxophone.
There is a dissonance between the audaciousness of his
first name and the unadorned, pronounced nature of his
voice, but it is the space between the two that forces audiences to listen to him. And he does not disappoint.
Jackson's Valentine's Day performance in Bomberger
was intended, he told his audience with a tongue-in-cheek
smile, to make them swoon. Barry White he is not, but there
was an undeniable sensuality in his selection that was seductive without being as self-conscious as White's crooning. There is no sense of coercion when Jackson speaks of
his "fingers evaporating inside a woman's mouth." There
is no sexual conquest for the hero of " Urban Renewal XVIII,"
who, witnessing the sexual integration of Ph illy's Central
High School, placed his "third-string hopes on a gamewinning / basketball shot, sure it would slow them to a stop,
/ pan their lip-glossed smiles, blessing me with their cool."
But Jackson is by no means exclusively a love poet.
The range of his poetry is maybe best described as eclectic,
but it is only because he refuses to set artificial boundaries
for his poetry. Nothing is off limits, and his selection from
his Ursinus visit included drug deals gone bad, neighborhood eccentrics in pretend luxury cars and meditations on a
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technophilic post-9/11 world that needs to be reminded, he
tells us in a title to one of his poems, "How to Listen." Here
is a poet unafraid to write an epic poem (centuries after they
have gone out of vogue) who in one breath invokes the
help of Orpheus and the Muses and in the next rattles off
allusions to contemporary musicians and hip-hop artists and makes it work.
If there is any single cohesive statement that can do
justice to the breadth of Jackson's work, it comes, not surprisingly, from Jackson himself. Describing his character's
first time getting high in "Blunts," the protagonist tells his
friends through a cloud of smoke that he wants to be a poet.
His friends respond: "So, you want the tongue of
God."
Omnipotence may yet be out of Major Jackson's grasp,
but an eye for deep significance and an ear for poetry are
not.
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Professor Victor Brown: Making a Prominent Impact
JILL ALSPACH
iialspach@ursinus.edu
Profes~or Victor Brown

may only teach a few courses
at Ursinus College, but he made a prominent impact on this campus that many
students do not yet know about. Brown
has been a part of Ursinus College for
the past six years and teaches one
course a semester in the Business and
Economics Department.
Brown followed his passion to return to teaching and loves Ursinus College. When asked what he loves about
Ursinus, he replied, "I like several things.
I really like the energy level and interest
of the students. I think students are
pretty engaged here. I really like the
opportunity for me personally to learn
new things. Here, there is the Berman
museum and lectures on campus and arts
and culture. It's a broadening experience for myself intellectually."
Brown would like to see more students take advantage of the Certificate ofInternational Studies that was recently instituted. He thinks that it would help
since many oftoday's companies are going international.
Brown likes the typical student at Ursinus because,
"They are bright and inquisitive and they have very good
personalities. I think our students are very easy to talk to,
engaging, and very serious about what they are doing. They
have heads on their shoulders, they aren't elitists, or aloof
or anything like that." Brown would like to see a place on
campus to facilitate more opportunities for faculty-student

interaction.
When asked what class he would love to teach, Brown
said, "I really like teaching International Business. I teach
Marketing, Management and International Business. I can
see how closely politics, international
relations, and policy are related. I like
it because it's policy as well as business. I would welcome the opportunity to teach CIE one day. I would be
exposed to authors, and works, and
things that would be a growth opportunity for me."
Brown earned a degree
from DeSales University, which at the
time was called Allentown College, in
Chemistry. He got ajob teaching high
school chemistry and eventually
worked for FMC, a company in the
chemical industry. After working for
30 years and picking up an MBA on
the way, Brown wanted to find a job
on a college campus and faced his biggest challenge by retiring early from
FMC. Today, he works with the admissions office and alumni relations. Brown also handles
community relations with the college and is on the Board of
the Perkiomen Chamber of Commerce. One of his cunent
positions is President of the Board of the Collegeville Economic Development Corporation, which is funded by the
borough and the college. Their role is to revitalize Main
Street in Collegeville with higher-end retail to bring students, parents, visitors, etc. to a more attractive strip.
When asked ifhe has ever met anyone famous, Brown
said, "I've never met a President, but I know Governor

Alumni Advice for UC Students
SIFE
sife@ursinus.edu
Alumni Advice is a new resource for students to discover and network with Ursinus alumni who have pursued
successful careers in a variety of professions. SIFE (Students in Free Enterprise) and Career Services have partnered
together to provide students with a network of graduates
that you will have the opportunity to connect with to assist
in your career development. Networking and mentorship
are two of the most important resources utilized for those
interested in pursing a job or internship. We encourage
everyone to use this valuable advice and reach out to those
who can help you in your journey towards a fulfilling career.

This Week's Alumni: Matthew J. Wiatrak (2000)
Industry: Financial Services
Job Title: Vice President, Morgan Stanley
. Education: BA in Economics & Business Admin.
A Day in the Life
Briefly describe what you do
Fixed Income, Special Situations Group. Examine investment opportunities in High Yield and Distressed Debt
Securities.
What are the key skills, abilities, and personal qualities necessary to succeed in this type of work?
Accounting, Finance, Mathematics, and knowledge
of Microsoft Excel.

Breaking Into the Industry
How did you get your first job in the industry?
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I worked as a fixed income sale
generalist. Helped to service Morgan
Stanley Global Wealth Advisors with
execution and basic analysis.
What is the most critical piece
of advice you would offer to an
Ursinus student?
Network amongst alumni and
peers.

Rendell. I know all sorts of CEOs of companies. I know
Mayor Street. I know the CEO ofWHYY Bill Mirrazzo. I
know the former editor of the Inquirer, Chris Satullo and I
know Chris Matthews from MSNBC."
Brown's biggest pet peeve is when people do not
respond to emails or phone calls. "Even if you don't have
the information I've asked for, I want them to respond saying they have received my message and will get back to
me." Another of Brown's pet peeves is of people who are
unwilling to look at both sides of an issue. "I read the Nell'
York Times and the Wall Street Journal. I read them everyday because I want to read the best of the left and the best
of the right. I think you need to look at both sides of every
issue."
Politics is always a hot button topic. When asked
how he felt about the upcoming election, Brown replied,
"There is no one candidate that I am completely comfortable with. I'm a registered Democrat, but I have voted on
both sides over the years. Un like previous years, I have
some serious concern about each one of them. My concern is that I will probably not be voting for one candidate,
but against another. It's very unsettling for me."
Brown played tenor saxophone in the Chester County
Concert band for 25 years. He also speaks German, loves
music and golf. He is currently taking lessons on the blues
guitar. Brown would like to continue to work on campus
until he is 65 and then just possibly teach for a few years
after that while working on his writing. From personal experience, even if you are not a business major, I highly recommend you take a class with Professor Brown. Believe me,
his experience and stories make classes fun and his drive
makes students work hard. You can learn more about Professor Victor Brown by visiting his website at
www.victorbrown.net.

Get To Know
La Salle University

The Ursinus Connection
What is your most memorable
experience at Ursinus?
Winning the 1999 & 2000 Centennial Conference Baseball titles.
Who was the most influential
person for you at Ursinus?
Brian Thomas
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To learn more about Matt and
other Ursinus alumni, check out the
Alumni Career Profiles page on the
Career Services website.
Want to request more information on a succ~ssful Ursinus Alumni
in your professional career of interest? Contact Perrin Moses at
pemoses@ursinus.edu or email SIFE
at sife@ursinus.edu.
We would love to hear your
feedback about this week's selection!
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Marilyn Manson
Worth Seeing
Live (Twice)
LAUREL SALVO
lasalyo@ursiullS edu
Second shows
are always a bit sketchy
for a concert attendee.
You never know if the
change of venue or
scene is going to alter
the performance. You
have no idea if the sets
are going to be similar,
and you never know
what kind of energy is
going to be tossed out
into the atmosphere to
feed off of. Having seen
Marilyn Manson this
past August perform with Slayer and deliver a bombshell
show at the Tweeter center, I had no idea what seeing him at
the Electric Factory would be like. The show occurred about
three weeks ago and I can still vividly recall the screams, the
blinding strobe and neon lights, the exploding cannons of
white confetti and the commanding stage presence for which
Manson is known so well.
The last (and the first) time I saw Marilyn Manson
live, I was completely blown away. The Tweeter Center by
nature is a much more epic venue to see a big name like his.
He was able to change sets frequently. For "Fight Song" he
jumped around in an actual boxing ring with a gold robe,
mimicking the bobs and weaves of Mike Tyson with enthusiasm. For "Just a Car Crash Away," he had the stage fit
with a 20-foot-high wooden chair and stood on it, in tribute
to his most recent album "Eat Me, Drink Me;" that lyrically
draws from Lewis Carroll's size-altering tale of Alice. For
"Antichrist Superstar" he raised himself up on a podium,
posing like a political dictator, and swaying side to side like
a puppet.
As some of you might be aware, the Electric Factory
doesn't deliver these possibilities because of its small size.
I wasn't expecting as much of a "show" as I had seen months
before but continuing the awe-inducing emotions, I was
surprised to find the same combustive energy the second
time around. I've been listening to him for some years now
and despite people's outward facades of fright at that fact,
I do enjoy his music. His performances are quite the same
as his albums; visceral, raw, ripped open in a way that states,
"I'm here. I'm alive. This is what adrenaline sounds, feels,
and tastes like."
I'm aware of the fact that many today still have a
negative view ofhis music and who he is as a person. People
hear the name Manson and automatically get a look of disgust on their faces. I don't really understand it all that well
but I do know that most of those faces are probably unaware of what his performances are like. I'm sure many
people are also unaware of the other facades of his personality; the fact that he's an artist, having galleries of watercolors in Milan and Los Angeles, which hold high acclaim
in the circles of1ike painters. I'm also betting that there are
few who have ever read his autobiography that's available
on the shelves of most bookstores.
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I suppose it probably sounds like I'm some sort of
Manson PR rep in saying all of this but, having seen him
twice now, if I had made those sort of faces and judgment
calls before knowing nothing about him, there's no way I
would have found myselfin front ofa stage in Philadelphia
a few weeks ago, experiencing one of the best live shows
I've ever witnessed, and I've been to a ton of live shows
this past year alone.
The most recent developments are going to change
and continue to evolve that performance too. Bass player
Jeordie White (more commonly known to the Manson lineup as '"Twiggy Ramirez") just recently decided to leave Nine
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Inch Nails and return to playing for Manson. The two have
reignited the old camaraderie and mayhem they were so
accustomed to in the past and there are plans for a new
album, both being eager to collaborate once again. Aside
from this, their recent "Rape of the World" tour boasts
never-before-heard songs as well as old ones that are being
dusted off and thrown out to the audience on a whim. It's a
new era for fans of Marilyn Manson, a new era for touring
and with Twiggy Ramirez back on the scene alongside
Manson, it's certainly going to add to the amount of chaos
in the atmosphere, which couldn't make Marilyn Manson
happier.
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The Harvard Effect: Will Ursinus
Increase Financial Aid to Stay
•
Competitive?
RYAN TOLE
rytole@ursinus:edu
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It~s tbrQwback week bereat-the Back Row, parti
due to the current slate of less than stellar new reJ~~asetSI
C·Untraceable"? More like UriWATCHable!
~re looking at underrated and highly entertaining

an

gem from way back in the day. Movies have come a
since 19901.1 but it~s still a lotoffun to see a flick from
before COl; betore-the sequels, the prequel and the
go up. Since 2004 alone, the cost to attend and reside at
~""' .n.''''''' and before Kevin Bacon would do full frontal .
Ursinus has gone up almost 16.9%. Tuition alone has in-

creased for a single year from $29, 650 in 2004 to $35,000 in
Harvard and Yale's new financial aid programs are 2007.
reshaping the playing field for other higher education instiThe increasing tuition trend started in 2000 when the
tutions. With Harvard offering financial aid for families school deemed it was losing too many applicants because
making up to $180,000, other colleges will have to respond. tuition was too low. As a result, the board of trustees voted
If the top institutions in our nation are cheaper than public to raise tuition and fees by 17.6% to $23,460, in one year
universities and other small colleges, the best students will alone. The board believed people equate a higher cost with
end up going to these ultra rich schools. Will it be fair for a a higher quality education. The assumption proved to be
student to have to pay more for a seemingly lower quality
correct, as people have applied to Ursinus
education?
in waves believing it offers a great educaSome s-mall private
tion at least in part because of its huge price
schools appear to be holdtag.
ing out from emulating
At the same time Ursinus increased
Harvard and offering proits tuition and board, it also increased its
financial aid. The school raised financial
grams for middle class students. Dickinson President,
aid by almost 200/0 in 2000, to just under
$12.9 million. As a result, a majority of stuWilliam G Durden replied to
a call for sma]] schools to
dents did not have to pay full price to atfollow Harvard's lead by
tend Ursinus. The same remains true today with almost 85% of students receiving
saying, "A small Iiberal arts
college where the full annual
a total of$20 million in financial aid. Thus,
it appears as if the school's philosophy has
cost of tuition, fees, room
and board nears $45,000
been to consistently raise tuition and combat some of the rising costs with financial
does not have the money to
match Harvard's largess
aid.
A problem results in their philoso(generous gifts)." Despite
phy, however, because of Harvard's new
the president's stance, presfinancial aid packages. Ursinus is attemptsure is going to be on small
ing to be held in the same regard as elite
schools to increase financial
schools
such as Notre Dame and Harvard
aid, especially to middle
by pricing their tuition at similar levels. For
class students. When stuexample, in 2006, Ursinus' tuition was $450
dents see the cost to go to
Harvard is significantly less
more expensive than the University of Notre
Dame and only $359 cheaper than Harvard.
~han going to a small liberal
arts school, they surely will
Ursinus may be able to price their school at
not be willing to pay those high price tags.
these elite schools' levels but Ursinus can certainly not
John Strassburger, the President of Ursinus, agrees. . give aid at the same rate as these schools.
He was quoted in.the New York Times as saying, "It will
Harvard's new financial aid plan is making one of the
educate those parents into thinking 'Eighteen thousand highest quality educations relatively cheap. Ursinus will be
dollars a year is what we ought to be paying; why should unable to respond to the increases in aid at the same rate.
As a result, Ursinus will be a more expensive education
we have to pay more than that?'"
.
As a result of Harvard shaking up college pricing, than Harvard.
Swarthmore and Haverford Colleges have responded with
Ursinus may have come a long way in a short amount
new initiatives. Both colleges will eliminate loans from all of time, but it is not at Harvard's level. Consequently, if
their financial aid packages and replace them with grants. Ursinus continues to keep raising tuition and offering the
These grants will help middle and upper-middle income fami- same aid, the school will be overcharging students. Surely,
some naive high school parents will be willing t-o pay the
lies deal with paying for college.
Jonathon Burdick, Dean of Admissions and Financial price. Current students, however, must open their eyes and
Aid at the University of Rochester, said, "They've given demand either lower tuition or more financial aid. Ursinus
fuel to the argument that colleges are charging more than has strived to be like Harvard in many ways and now, hopethey should." This new prevailing thought (which I have fully, they will emulate Harvard by making tuition reasonthought for four years) will force schools to make decisions ably priced.
on new financial aid programs that will keep them competiInformation for this article has been obtained from
tive in attracting the best low and middle income candi- the following sources:
Jonathon D. Glater and Alan Finder, "In Tuition Game,
dates.
So with other Centennial Conference schools chang- Popularity Rises with Price," The New York Times, 12 Deing, how will Ursinus respond to the Harvard effect? Well, cember 2006. (NYTimes.com).
if recent history is any indication, one thing is certain: tu"Financial Aid," Ursinus College, 2007,http://
ition, along with room and board, will probably continue to www.ursinus.edulfinancialaidl (15 February 2008).
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Point Counterpoint:' The "FairTax"
FairTax? No Dice

Seems Fair to Me

MATT SHORT
mashort@ursinus.edu

COREYSTARY

In all honesty if I never had to pay an income tax
again I would be doing cartwheels and handsprings
through OJin Plaza. Indeed, the prospect of getting rid of
the 16th Amendment and the federal inc.o me tax is highly
appealing. Because if there's one thing that everyone can
agree on, it's that we all hate taxes. For this reason the
FairTax can seem very desirable to a lot of tax payers. Give
up the income tax for a 23% sales tax? Sure!
However, while it sounds like a good deal there are
some drawbacks to it that I can immediately see. For one
thing, there's the issue of how wise it is to just uniformly
raise the cost of all products by 23 % across the board. As
it stands now, the economy is already weak and paying
even more w,h en you go shopping isn't much incentive to
buy.
And that's what the government wants people to
do;just buythings. Fair Tax supporters will always counter
by saying that people below the poverty line will be reimbursed like a tax return. It still won't change the fact that
people are basically going to be paying more out of pocket
and it will most heavily impact the working class families
who are already having their wallets stretched.
What the FairTaxers like to stress is that everyone
will be taxed the same. Lord Moneybags V will pay the
same in taxes as anyone else. Tl)is is one thing I can't
stand about the Fair Tax argument is that it wHl continually
paint the rich as victims who unfairly have to pay so much
more than everyone else. I seriously laugh every time I
hear this. The notion that the rich are punished 'under the
income tax is ridiculous as they pay the same percent as
everyone else.
When you have money it doesn't hurt to spend it. 1
really have yet to see evidence of how the upper-middle
class to upper class of America has been irreparably damaged by the income tax. Furthermore, notice how when the
rich are given tax breaks it ends up being those lower onthe social ladder end up having to pay for it.
One other point that I want to stress (because I continually saw it on fairtax.org) is that a lot of the advocates
for this are not economists. For anyone out there who
isn't a Business & Economics major, think for a second
how much you understand about how the economy actually works. I know I don't get i.t at all. While I might love
the idea of not having to fill out a bunch of forms once a
year and having a bit of my paycheck being taken by the
government, I also don't want a system that is being advo.cated by people who don't know what they're talking about
and argue mainly from the perspective of"lt's unfair 1 pay
more in taxes than poor people." For me, this whole movement flat out stinks of an attempt by the upper class of
America to further distance themselves from the rest of us
in terms of wealth.
, No one likes taxes,.. but until I see this benefiting
more than just those who are already well off I shall say
nay to the FairTax.

costary@ursinus.edu
To put it simply, I support Mike Huckabee's FairTax
proposal. Consider that the FairTax proposal will debunk
our dear IRS by eliminating all income taxes. Just imagine:
it's Friday night, you open your paycheck, and ... every
cent of what you earned is there. You're not penalized automatically for working. But you are penalized for, say, buying $300 jeans - which, in New Jersey (thanks to a law against
tax on clothing), you can do without paying a cent more
than the tag price. Many call this a "consumption tax,"
meaning if you choose to save your income, you won't be
taxed for doing so - but if you choose to spend it, then you
will be taxed. The more you spend, the more you're taxed.
To me, this makes more sense that our current income
tax system. Many Americans, including politicians, speak
of income tax in terms of arbitrary numbers: "If you make
$50,000 a year, you should pay [such and such]." But I
never hear anyone met:tion that $50,000 means different
things to different people. The,current income tax system
can't take into account the unique life situations and spending patten1s of each working American. While no government system can work flawlessly for everyone, the FairTax
law works more efficiently than the status quo by cutting to
the core of the issue - actual spending, a better indicator of
your financial lifestyle, than dancing around it.
Admittedly, the FairTax system also means thatAmericans will pay tax on things that many of us normally wouldn't
like baby food and doctor's visits, which some say will hurt
the lower classes. But Brooks Jackson, previously a reporter for both The Wall Street Journal and CNN, says that
poorer classes will actually benefit from this system, thanks
to another facet ofFairTax: monthly rebates. Under FairTax,
each American will receive a monthly rebate that covers
expenses up to the poverty level - thus offsetting major
necessities like diapers and canned food. According to
NPR, this offset would result in low-income families paying
no taxes at all.
Opponents also argue that middle class families will
end up paying more - and they're totally right. But let's not
forget why we pay taxes in the first place. I don't hear many
complaints about government-run programs like the Supplemental Security Income, which gives cash benefits to disadvantaged elderly people with serious handicaps. I never
hear anyone say "There's just too much research going
into finding a cure for [insert a disease that has affected you
or your loved ones here]." The biggest gripe I hear about
Social Security is that we're running out of it. These are the
programs our tax dollars fund. And don't forget America's
huge national deficit. Most of us agree that we need to
reestablish the surplus, but no one wants to pay for it. How
can we continue to lower taxes and still expect to prosper?'
It's quite obvious the "trickle-down" effect hasn't happened.
While I agree that the FairTax plan isn't 100% perfect,
it's important to remember that no solution to our tax woes
is. As long as we have taxes - and we always will, unle'ss we
decide Amerka doesn't need a government anymore - some
people will always complain bitterly. But I've found that
not many wi11 suspend judgment long enough to look at the
issue in terms of the proverbial "bigger picture." Put all
your biases aside and take another look - or a first look - at
the FairTax plan. And just so you know, I am a registered
Democrat supporting a proposal from the Republicans. But
I try my best to view issues with as much impartiality as I
can - so, c'mon, give me a little credo
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Men's Basketball 16-0 in Conference Dubb e Vision:
GloryDa s
DANIELLE LANGDON

dalangdon@ursinus.edu

The Ursinus men's basketball team pulled awa another win over Dickinson la t Saturday afternoon at the
Kline Center bringing their record to 21-2,
and 16-0 in the Centennial Conference
(CC).
"We are playing quite well and
frankly much better than I could ever have
hoped for. Much of this is due to our senior All-American (Nick Shattuck) but no
doubt quite a bit is also because of our
other captain, who has been a selfless, behind-the-scenes force (Sean Butkus)," explains Head Coach Kevin Small. Coach
Small is an eight year veteran here at
Ursinus. He has led the boys to 116 victories, and is just 19 wins shy of the all-time
mark.
Ursinus, ranked at number 19, secured home court advantage for the upcoming CC playoffs
which wil1 be held on March 1-2 in Helfferich. Earlier in the
month, Coach Small stated that "We have a very difficult
road in front of us. With eight regular season games left,
we are on the road for four and still have to play in three of
the tougher gyms in the conference. We talk often about
playing our best basketball in late February so hopefully
we are hitting our stride in a couple weeks." Well, Coach
Small was right! The boys have played remarkably well this
month against 10hns Hopkins, Washington, McDaniel,
Franklin & Marshall, and now Dickinson.

Junior guard John Noonan led the way with 22 points,
followed by sophomore guard Matt Hilton with 16 points.
Senior Nick Shattuck put up 14, and sophomore Remy
Cour art added 12 point on the core board for Ur inus.
UC fan were on the edge of their seats a Dickin on
took the lead during the first half, commanding the COUtts
26-] 6 with 8:25 left in the game. Finally, the
Bears went on an 11-2 run narrowing the
gap to 28-27 with 3:04 left in the half.
Cou art, eager to take the lead, made ajump
shot with 36 seconds left sending the Bears
into the lead 33-32.
From there on out, the Bears steadily
pulled ahead of the Red Devils. The lead in
the second half grew to as much as 26 points
in favor of the Ursinus men. Senior center
Mike Shema had a game-high of ten rebounds and made four blocks assisting the
Bears in their victorious CC game.
"I think we are a much better defensive team this year. Since day one, we have
demonstrated an unusual commitment to
doing the little things required to be an elite defensive squad,
and I think Mike Shema's defensive play and improvement
have really helped," explains Coach Small.
The Bears take on Haverford on Feb. 20 at 8p.m. and
have their final game against Muhlenberg on Feb. 23 at
2p.m. "With a home crowd like we have (the Helfferich
Hooligans are as good a home crowd as you can find in
DIll), playing in Collegeville is a distinct and sizable advantage ... obviously that is the goal at this point," says Coach
Small. Throw on your UC gear and find your way into the
Hellfrich stands before the season is over!

A Taste of the Wide World of Sports
ASHLEY DROGALIS

asdrogalis@ursinus.edu
In case you may have been extra busy lately or you
don't tune into ESPN daily, I thought I would give you a
brief recap of some current news in the world of sports.
The world ofNASCAR has seen some scandal as of
late with the temporary probation of two prominent drivers,
Tony Stewart and Kurt Busch. The pair of championship
drivers was involved in an altercation at practice last week
in which Busch rammed his car into Stewart's intentionally.
The feud continued into their personal trailers and escalated into a fist fight during the official meeting held afterwards. Official NASCAR spokesman Ramsey Poston said
that both drivers were at fault for being part of the incident
and were put on probation solely for their on-track actions
(Associated Press and ESPN .com). Both drivers were
handed probations of six races for their involvement. Poston
also noted that if any more incidents occur throughout the
season, more serious punishment will be in order (Associated Press and ESPN.com).
Moving to news in the NFL, the Washington Redskins
welcomed a new head coach last week. Jim Zorn, 54 years
old, was the Redskins offensi ve coordinator before being
chosen for the new position while just two weeks prior the
Redskins snatched him away from the Seattle Seahawks.
Owner Dan Snyder had been in talks with New York Giants
defensive coordinator Steve Spagnuolo about the job, but
Spagnuolo backed out of the running. Zorn was offered a
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five-year contract with the team which he signed on Saturday. Coming offan impressive run as Seattle's quatterback
coach, Zorn is still slightly nervous and intimidated by his
long list of new responsibilities. Zorn has commented about
the challenges he will face saying, "I'm hoping there are
going to be enough people in place in a supportive role that
they can put out the fire before it gets to me because I want
to coach. I'm not here for fluff. I want to lead and I want to
motivate" (Associated Press).
Finally with some unnerving news in NHL, Florida
Panthers forward Richard Zednik suffered a life-threatening
injury to his carotid artery on the ice Sunday, Feb. 10. A
freak accident occurred when Zednik's teammate lost his
balance, causing his skate to slice into Zednik. Afier losing
over half a gallon of blood, Zednik was given emergency
surgery to try to reconnect the artery. Thankfully the doctors were successful and Zednik has been reported to be in
stable condition in the intensive care unit of Buffalo General Hospital. Surgeon Sonya Noor informed the public that
Zednik showed no signs of brain damage which was a big
concern. Noor commented, "So far, he looks very good.
He's awake, oriented." Noor also said that Zednik remembered what had happened. Fortunately, the skate's blade
just missed the vital jugular vein which could have resulted
in an even worse situation for Zednik. Doctors say it will be
at least six to eight weeks before Zednik is back to his everyday activities again. When Zednik will return to the ice
remains unknown (Associated Press).
Hopefully yoti enjoyed this recap of some of the
sports world's big headlines and newsmakers.
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JASON DAVIS
jadavis@ursinus.edu
I have to admit ometh'ng. and f hope nobody takes
this too personally because rm not trying to be harsh, but
iI's just that I can't help but reminisce as I sit there and sen
"{ lelferich Hooligans~' tees outside of basketball games.
Something's changeti and 1~ m not the only one who is noced. Just last Wednesday I was sitting at my station prewrapping a few 44Tee's for Threes~n when I was apprQached
by a player's mother. Now I'm not going to say who i was.,
but it was a parent I've greeted almost every ganle tor the
last four years~ And you know what she said to me? She
said, "What happened Dubb?"
At first I didn't know what she was talking about.
So I saia, I<~What do mean?'~ She turned her head and
looked into thegyffi~ saying, '''It's five minutes till tip oft:
where is everybody?'" Where are the Hooligans? Who am
I wrapping these shirts for, the person Nho's going to eatch
this probably already caught four this year. #It w'a sn't like
this t\vo, three years ago Dtibb," she said!J continuing to
Il'P1tY1~1-k that ~'these· stands would have been overflowing
o

bynow.~~

She was absolut Iy right.
But I had to defend my Hooli ..
s-o I just came up with the
excuse that the game started at
7:30 p.m. and maybe they
thought it would start at 8:00 p.m.
Ya know, one of the rea . .
sons 1 decided to continue sell. .
ing Hooligan tees, instead of
moving inside the gym to work

ta1;)lepermanently, was due
to 'how proud I was seeihg aU the shirts in the crowd. It
made me feel that even though 1 wasn't up in the crowd
yelling and screamipg (rma pretty ql,Jiet du4e anyway), a
of me still was. I would look throughtbeglass doors
from the foyer into the gym and see a sea of black Hooli..
tees yelling their brains out, screaming,_ "'You, yo~
You, Onnnnnnnn You·' and be proud to bea part of
.And tllisyear lthink is the best de. ign yet for the tee
• knf't'tni\..l-a..daYs I feel lucky .if the crowd is polka dotted in
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National Guard Honors Ursinus Rugby Teams
DANIELLE LANGDON
dalangdon@ursinus.edu
Although their season is over, the Ursinus Rugby
teams deserve some serious praise! The men s and women's
rugby teams were recently honored by the USA Rugby and
National Guard and received the USA Rugby National Guard
Kit. The kit includes all kinds of accessories the team has
been in dire need for, according to senior women's player
Candice Esparra. The temTIS were given National Guard Kit
Jerseys the players designed themselves, shorts, socks,
protective headgear, practice and game bails, a set ofNational Guard goal post pads, tackle pads & shields, training
bibs, practice cones, equipment bag, field flags, kicking tees,
mouth guards coaching book, coaching video and a USA
Rugby law book. The total amount for a]] of these items
comes to just over $4000!
"The teams have struggled in the past with being
able to afford the basic necessities for the sport," states
Esparra. Therefore, this equipment "kit" is greatly appreciated and well deserved by both teams. Senior player Cole
Racich also states that, "It's a great honor for our team to be
sponsored by the National Guard. We usually have to plan

our budget for a couple years
in order to get half of the stuff
the National Guard sponsorship is going to provide. Only
300 rugby teams in the nation
received this gift, so to be one
of those teams is really great."
This achievement really
shows how far the UC rugby
teams have come over the past
few years. "We've grown a lot
and hopefulJy the team will
continue to grow after this
sponsorship. I hope this sponsorship draws more students to our club, both as interested
players and supporters," comments Racich.
Many teams applied for this award, each taking the
time to showcase their team's achievements, community ties,
hard work and other important aspects of the sport. "The
contest was put together to commemorate the new partner
ship between USA Rugby and the National Guard, as we]]
as honor the positive aspects of the game like camaraderie,
good sportsmanship and physical fitness," explains Esparra.
More importantly than winning, all of the equipment

and apparel, the men and
women's rugby teams ha e
gained respect and admiration
from their peer athletic teams.
"The thing we need the most as
a club team at a small school is
exposure; being recognized by
the National Guard will definitely
help with that. Hopefully, the
team will also gain more acknowledgment from the school as a
sport. We hope to get to a point
where we can be as main stream
to campus as any of the varsity
sports, and this is helping us get one step c10ser to achieving that. It is also another way for Ursinus to gain publicity
in the area," remarks the injured senior player Zachary Poe.
The USA Rugby and the National Guard are planning
to have their local members attend the rugby club home
openers next season. They are eager to show their support
for our teams and see all of their "kit" full of new apparel and
equipment being put to good use.
Make sure you find your way to a game and check
out all the fresh gear next season too!

Cosmic Sucker-Punch: The "Ultimate" Team
ASHLEYPANICKER
aspanicker@ursinus.edu
In the past
few
decades
alone, the sport
of"ultimate" has
reached unprecedented popularity and attracted some of
the finest athletes in the
world. Contrary
to the prejudices
behind the sport, it is not a game for druggies, it is not a
game for nerds, and it is certainly not a game for dogs.
Ultimate at its highest level demands a great deal of endurance, field awareness, strategy and athleticism.
Ultimate is played on a 70-yard by 40-yard field with
25-yard endzones. In comparison to other well-known
sports, it requires the endurance of soccer, the cutting and
aerial passing connections of football and the quick transitional pace of basketball. Seven players from each team are
on the field at once attempting to advance the disc into their
opponent's endzone, by means of throwing to their teammates. The rules of the game get more intricate with different types of foul and violation calls, including travelling,
double-teams, boundaries, picks and stalls (the disc must
be thrown within ten counts). However, the true beauty in
the sport comes in the employment of different offensive
and defensive strategies. Some of these strategies include
the vertical, horizontal and homey double stacks for offense,
and man-to-man, cup-zone, trap-zone and everything in between for defense. The game is played up to 15 points and
is played for approximately one-and-a-halfhours.
Unique to the sport ofultimate, compared to any other
sport, are both concepts of self-refereeing and the spirit of
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the game. Each call on the field is made by the players
themselves and all disputes are settled on the field. It is this
aspect of the game that is the most controversial and most
loved. This is because many arguments can spring up, but
. mutual respect between teams is always understood and
issues get resolved for the love of the game.
An organization in Philadelphia taking an active role
in destroying the stigmas looming around ultimate is the
Philadelphia Area Disc Alliance (PADA). The organization
was founded in 1985 to facilitate all ultimate events in the
area. They now have coed leagues for every season of the
year and put together several tournaments. They have put
a great deal of effort into developing PHUEL, which is the
area's high school league, and supporting the area club
teams that have hopes ofreaching national and world tournaments one day. PADA also has a variety of volunteer
programs such as cleaning up city parks and its youth outreach program which actually teaches ultimate to inner city
kids.
Many people at Ursinus College actively participate
in PADA events, including Professor Thomas Carroll of the
Physics Department. Caroll captains PADA league teams
frequently and plays for the Philadelphia area's most competitive and skilled club ultimate team, Pike. He has gone to
the UPA club-nationals tournament and is one of those players that get name-dropped as a legend from time to time.
Ultimate is so huge that even junior player, Mark Heusser, is
currently playing for one of Ireland's club teams while studying abroad.
The Ursinus College ultimate team, "Cosmic SuckerPunch," came into existence in 2005 under the reign of Nick
Dobkowski and Andrew Hollis, Class of2006. Its current
captains are seniors Travis Baugher and Josh "Tiger"
Delano, who have brought the team a long way in skill and
competitiveness in the past few years. Practices are held
three times a week, and all games and tournaments are played
on weekends. In the past fall season, sucker-punch enjoyed a huge'win over their friendly rivals in West Chester
and played in two tournaments, placing in the top half of
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teams each time. Ursinus has high hopes for the spring
semester as it will likely host a tournament for the first time
in its history and possibly play in two others.
Sucker-punch benefited from a really talented pool of
freshmen this year that the team refers to as "the prettiness." Kevin Knuepfer, Spencer Cuskey, Greg Strouse and
Alyssa "Spills" Blaustein have brought a lot of talent and
determination to the team and Ursinus is looking for huge
wins and expansion in the 2008 season. So if you love great
competition, great workouts, great friends and the gratuitous use of nicknames, then send an email to
jodelano@ursinus.edu. Senior Doug Emerson would also
like to add the following disclaimer: "seeing our glorious
players in action may cause blindness."
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